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Save the Dates:

Tentative
Professional
Development dates

for 201 | are:

e Brisbane
5th March

e Toowoomba
2nd April

« Townsville
14th May

From the President

As 2010 draws to a close there is
much to reflect upon and celebrate.
The important work of many Early
Childhood Intervention programs and
services were recognised during Early
Childhood Awareness Week at the
Quality Inclusive Practice Awards in
August.  Six programs and services
around the state of Queensland won
awards from ECIA [QLD]. This is a
wonderful celebration of recognising
the work of dozens of people who
contribute toward these outstanding

nominations.

This is our fourth newsletter for the
year. Our newsletters have changed
this year as we strive toward produc-
ing quality information for our mem-
bers. If you have any information to
share that would be suitable for our
newsletter please email us at

eciagld@bigpond.com

Providing training and development
has continued to be a strong focus for
ECIA QLD as many workshops were
presented around the state. These
workshops were attended by; parents
of children with additional learning
needs, Education Queensland and non
-EQ staff and therapists. The
workshops were very well attended
and attendees provided us with
valuable feedback about topics of
interest and how we can provide
further quality practical workshops
during 2011. Currently we are
exploring the possibility of running

workshops in the South East,
Toowoomba and Townsville next year.
We are seeking interest in exploring the
logistics of presentations being delivered

in other regional areas too.

The month of May saw the 9" Biennial
National Conference in Canberra.
Quality presentations were heard from
Professor Gerard Mahoney and Ms
Annette Ellis MP, Federal Member
for Canberra and Chair of the
Parliamentary Committee on
Families, Community, Housing and
Youth, to name just a few. You can
download these presentations and many
more from this conference at http://
www.ecia.org.au/ecia/program.pdf.
Further to this our National President
John Forster has produced a 2009-2010
report that follows this report.

Finally | would like to thank our hard
working past executive team led by
the tireless efforts of Sandra Schuptar.
Sandra and the team focused on raising
awareness of the significance and
importance of providing quality early
childhood intervention practises around
the state of Queensland and
celebrating the achievements of these
programs and services for children with

additional needs.
.‘. L}

Have a great
Christmas and New

Year 201 1.
Deb Smith




ECIA National President’s Report (2009-2010)

ECIA National has had a very
successful year and as a result there
are many promising opportunities

open to it.

9t Biennial National
Conference

The highlight of 2010 was the 9%
Biennial Conference held in
Canberra. The preparation done by
Jill Corcoran, Annemarie Banks and
Sue Davies, the conference
organisers and volunteers ensured a
very successful event that was
enjoyed by 413 delegates from
across Australia and internationally.
The keynote presentations by
Professor Gerald Mahoney, Gail van
Tatenhove, Denise Luscombe and
Professor Margaret Sims furthered
the field’s discussion of the use of
every day learning situations for
children  with  disabilities and
national early years reforms.
Congratulations to all  those
involved, particularly Jill Corcoran
as convener. Attendance showed a
significant increase since the last
conference held outside a large
State  capital city. The
conference also proved profitable,

enabling ECIA to continue its work.

10 Biennial National
Conference

The next conference will be held in
Perth in 2012. Denise Luscombe
has agreed to convene the
conference and organizers have
been appointed. The provisional
theme is: Pathways to Participation:
Engagement and choice for children
and  families. It has been
decided to also make this the I

Asia Pacific ECI Conference, given
Perth’s close proximity to South East

Asia.

Relationships with the Australian
Government

Perhaps the  most  significant
development for ECIA (National) was
the invitation to participate on the
Stakeholder Reference Group for the
development of the National Quality
Standards. This is indicative of a
growing recognition by the
Australian Government to consult
with ECIA about children with
disabilities and their families. More
generally recognition has been slow.
The Australian Government
announced its extension to Helping
Children with Autism, called Better
Start for Children with Disabilities,
without any consultation with the
field. The Australian Government
programs continue to run parallel to
State Funded programs and offer

another layer of difficulty for families.

2"¢ National Planning Day

ECIA (National) hosted its 2"
National Planning Day in Victoria to
take advantage of a visit by Drs
Virginia Buysse and Sharon Irwin.
The day was successful in raising the
profile of «children with
disabilities in the context of the new
Early Years Agenda. It was also
evident that any developments would
need to be pursued through this
agenda. The idea of an agreed
statement on inclusion was well
supported when trialed at the ECIA

Conference in September 2010.
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Other activities

|  would like to thank
Councillors and the members
of the State and Territory
Chapters for their works
throughout the year. While
this takes different shape in

different  Chapters, from
activities in ECl Week to
Kites for Kids, it s

underpinned by an ongoing
commitment to children with

disabilities and their families.

Opportunities

As | reported last year, there
are both opportunities and

challenges ahead, including:

e Co-ordinating State
services with Helping
Children with Autism and

its new expansion.

e  Working more closely
with the Inclusion and
Professional Support Pro-
gram on a shared inclu-

sion agenda.

e Taking advantage of the
Australian Dollar and low
airfares offers across Aus-
tralia to
further opportunities in
international
professional

development.

o Strengthening the
relationship between the
different parts of the early

years to ensure children
with disabilities benefit

from reform.

| would like to particularly
thank Annemarie Banks who
retired from Council this year,
for her wonderful
contribution to ECIA and the
conference in Canberra, and
Rilla Heron and Marion Wilde
for their long standing and
considerable involvement. It
is a point of generational
change. My thanks also to
Trish and Denise for their
constant advice.  Finally, as
this is my last year as
President, | would like to
thank the Council for the
opportunity to take on this

challenging role.

John Forster
National President
November, 2010




Professional Development Opportunities

Supportimg sofeised oged sbedonis on s

Autism Spectrum

Two Day Workshop and Informafion Sessions for PARENTS /CARERS
of School Aged Students on the Autiam Specirum

Workshop: GQLDPC24 Location: LOGAN

The feao day wodchop ond informnation secsons for parents)’ carers of school oged shadents on the ogufism
specium are part of the Posifive Portneships: supporting school oged shudents on the oudam spectum
inifiofves. These infiotives are fundsd by fhe Department of Educotion and Wodploce Relofions (DEEWR|
fhrowgh fhe Austrdlion Govermment's Heldping Children wilh Aulism pociooge. and also inchedes a naticnal
professional desslopment program for teoches and other schod shaff. The Posifes Pafneships inhatives
are being deveoped and delfrered by the Australion Autem Eduoatfion & Training Consortium |AAETC .

What will you leam?
Az g reoult of parficipafing in the wordshops and information sextions oz porentsfoores pou wil gain:
* informafion on the most up to dote information about ASD and how fhis direchy impoack on wour
child's l=aming at school:
* anunderstonding about the processes ond siofegies for effective parent, school ond teocher
partnerships;
» specific sirofegies on how to odvocaie o support ywour chid's porticipation ond ongoing leaming
needds;
* informafion about your local school system’s proceszes fo suppord leoming of all sloges of the
educafional pattraay: and
s opporfunities fior you to nefsods with other porenitsfoorers ond local support pesonnes]

Workshop details
Venue: Logan Digoers
42-44 Blackwood Road Logan Ceniral

When: Two-Day Worksshop — 1 & 2 March 2071
Gy 1 P00 o - 430 pom [ Regisirafion from 8.1 5am)
Dy 2= Irformation Jessions ¥ a.m — 400 pm

Reqgisiration opens & weeks before the workshop, and closes 1 week prior.
Registration may shay cpen up 1o one day before lthe workshop ¥ spaces are still avalioble, bul we
glrongly recommend thal You regizler as soon G possible.

You will recelve a canfirmation of your reglsiration.

Online regisirafions prefemed: plecze oo fo fhe weboite wnw gufermiraining, com o, i you lorosss of
somesone who wishes to ottend but s Lnaltle to register online, please print this form for fhem o fax

and/'or mail fo ensue g ploce.

Only complebe the following form f you do not have occess to Fhe infemet ard fax or mail e

Foe: 02 8610 2170; Maoi- Think Busirs=ss Eeands. Suite &, 19 - 23 Hoodldle 5f, Richmond YIC F121
Fosittve Parimershilps Info Une nombasrc 1300 887 771

L]
& L Australion Government b
gt T Departiment el Edueation, Emgloyment SR — .
and Workplace Relations Trarie Uraebanmi | e e e . o e
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BUnporting Solood S Stisssnts on ha

Autism o

Two Day Workzhop and Informatfion Sessions for PARENTS/CARERS
of School Aged Students on the Auliam Specirum
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Workshop: QLDPC25 Location: BREISBANE CENTRAL

The: fwn day wordchop ond informotion secdons for porents’ cores of school oged shodents on the oufism
specium are part of the Posifive Porineships: supporting school oged shudends on the oulis specturm
inifiofwes These infiofhves ore funded by e Deportment of Educotion and Wongploos Relofions |DEEWR|
fhrowgh fre Ausirdlion Government's Helping Children with Aufism paciooge, and also inchedes a naticnal
professional devslopment progrom for teaches and other schod shoff. The Bostiee Parfneships intiatives
are being developed and delivered by the Australion Awfern BEducation & Troining Consortium |AAETC).

What will youw learm?
Az g regult of parficipating in the wodshops and information sections as porentsfocores you will gain:
® informafion on the most up o dabe information about ASD and hows fhis direclly impocks on your
child"s l=arming at school;
s onundestonding about the processs: ond sirofegies for effective porent, school ond teocher
partnerships;
s cspecific shhofegies on how to odvocaie o support your chid's porticipalion ard ongoing le=aming
ey

# informofon obout your loool school system’s processes fo support keaming of ol Soges of the
educaftionda patheay: and
s opportunities fior you to nefeoi with other porsnisfcorers ond locol swpport pesorme]_

Workshop details
Venuve: The Margue Hofel Briskbane
103 George Street, Brisbanie
When: Two-Day Workshop — 12 & 13 April 2011

Dy 1: P00 o - £30 pom [ Reglsfrafion from 8.1 &am)

Dy 2 Information Sessions ¥ a.m—£4.00 pm
Reqgistration opens & weeks before the workshop, and closes 1 week priow,
Regisirafion may shay open up lo one day before the workshop ¥ spaces are still available, bul we
sirangly recommend thal you regisher as seon o possibe,
You will recelve a confimation af your reglsiration.
Cnline regirofions prefemed: plecos go o fre weboite s oufermingining, com o 5 you lonoess of
someone who wishes to otferd but & unalble to regisher online, please print this form for fem o fax
and/ior mail o ensue o ploce.
Cnly comiplefe the lollowing lorm § you do not hove occess to fhe Indemed and fox or mai toc
Fipez 0@ 8610 2170; Kai: Think Business Beends, Suite 4, 19 - 23 Hoddle 5, Biohmond ¥IC 3121
Fosifive Parimerships Info Lne nombec 1300 881 $71

3 Amstralion Ganernmenl

=7 Department of Educatben, Exnploymeni orpinirrniny e s
amil Workplace Kelanloms TR AT TR Ry I (P 0 e S

R YRR L



Saport g Sohd Speo stuedonis on

Two Day Workzshop and Informafion Sessions for PARENTS/CARERS
of School Aged Students on the Autiam Specirum

Workshop: QLDPC2E Losc atficn: IPSWICH

The feo day worchop ond informmation secdors for porents)’ cares of school oged shodents on the oufiom
specirum are part of the Posifive Porneships: supporting schoal oged shudents on the ouliam spectum
inifiofves Thess infiofives are funded by fre Deportment of Edwcofion and Workploce Relcfions |[DEEWR|
fhrowugh fhe Ausirdlion Govermnment's Helping Children wih Autism pacioage., and also inchedes o national
professional devslopment program for feaches and other schod shaff. The Bostfees Parfneships infiafives
are being devealoped and delivered by the Australion Autermn Educafion L Training Consorfium |[AAETC).

What will you leam?
Az o resut of parficipatfing in the worshops and informotion sezsions os porentsfcores you wil gain:
* irfformafon on the most up to date information about ASD and hows fhis direcly impocs on your
child's l=aming at school;
+ onunderstonding about the processes ond siofegies for effective parent, school ond teocher
paorinerships;
® specific shofegies on how to advocoie to support your chid's porficipafion and ongoing leaming
nees;
* informafon about your local school syshem’s processes fo support l=aming of al sfoges of the
educofiona potwoy: and
= opportunities for you to refeods with other porentsfcorer: ond local support pemonine].

Workshop details
Venue: Metro Hotel Ipswich Intemafional
43 South Street, Ipswich

When: Two-Day Worksshop — 7 & 2 Jurns 2011
Doy 1: 7100 om - 432 pom (Reglsirafion from 8.1 5am)
Doy 2 Informotion Zessions 9 a.m —4.00 pam

Registration opens & weeks before the workshop, and closes 1 week prior,
Regisirafion may slay open up fo one dov before the workshop ¥ spaces are siill avallable, bul we
srangly recommend Mhal you regisher as scon as possible.

Yeu will recelve a caonfimalion of your regisiration.

Online reglsirafions prefemed: plecze oo o fhe webabe woosw gufermircining. corm o, i you lomoass of
someone who withes to ottend but & unable to register online, please print this form fior frem o fax

andjor mail to ensue g ploce.

Only complebe the following form f you do nof hove occess to fhe Indfemet ond fox or mal foc

Frooe: 02 8610 2170 Maoi: Think Business Evends, duite 4, 19 - 23 Hoddle 3f, Richrmond YIC 3121
Fosittve Farinerships Info Lne nomber 1300 887 ¥F1

L Auistrallun Camernmen R B

7 Departiment af Education, Engloymend il
and Workplace Relations Trrieg Consir o | s i i . o

Page 6



Have a Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year from the ECIA
(Qld Chapter) Team!




